
Regular Programme of Technical Cooperation 
UNECE Activity Report 

 
UNECE-BOMCA-UNDP Regional Seminar on Trade Facilitation 

(Under the Czech-UNECE project) 
 
During the trade facilitation seminars organized in 2007 in Central Asia by the UNECE Regional 
Adviser in Trade, it was agreed with participants from BOMCA-CADAP to organize a joint seminar 
on trade facilitation in Turkmenistan. BOMCA-CADAP is an EU-funded programme, carried out 
under the UNDP umbrella in Central Asia. Its aim is to assist building modern borders of the new 
States in Central Asia, including: building border-crossing points; introducing “integrated border 
management” (IBM); strengthening the control of illicit drugs trafficking, notably from Afghanistan 
(a major concern in EU); building infrastructure along trading corridors in Central Asia; etc. Trade 
facilitation is a new topic for the programme, but it was stressed during the seminar that it should be 
developed hand-in-hand with strengthening the security of international trade flows. Turkmenistan 
remains quite a closed country, and such a subject as trade facilitation is not yet a high priority. 
Nevertheless, this landlocked country remains a key player in this field in Central Asia, as many 
trade routes in Central Asia cross it.  
 
UNECE co-organized this seminar with UNDP-Turkmenistan and the BOMCA programme. These 
organizations are well established in Ashgabat and respected by the Government of Turkmenistan, 
which facilitated enormously the task of organizing a regional seminars on topics in which we have 
advantage. This was also the advice of two Vice-Ministers of Turkmenistan, with whom we had 
cooperated in the past. Key issues discussed at the seminar were: trade facilitation in Central Asia 
(not yet a priority of the Governments); the link between facilitation and security of international 
supply chains; the Single Window for export and import clearance as an instrument to raise the 
efficiency of trade operations and official controls; the link between “integrated border 
management”, promoted in the region by the EU (BOMCA); and the UNECE legal norms, standards 
and tools, notably the Harmonization and TIR Conventions and the Single Window. The 
representatives of Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan informed the meeting about the advancement of their 
Customs modernization and Single Window projects and plans. Mr. Pilkington, the head of BOMCA 
in Central Asia, and the Regional Adviser on Trade prepared the conclusions. The BOMCA 
programme had invited and paid for representatives from Customs, Ministries of the Economy and 
Trade and border police from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to attend this 
seminar.  
 
For the hosting country, this event was a major move ahead in raising awareness in trade facilitation. 
Interest among the local staff of UNDP and BOMCA led to further support for the participation of 
representatives of this country in UNECE and SPECA training and policy meetings. From an 
international perspective, it was an unprecedented joint event of UNECE, UNDP and BOMCA 
which led to further cooperation and inclusion of the UNECE norms, standards and tools into donor 
supported projects.  
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